
Cost of Child Abuse and Neglect in Maryland
(Year 2004 Incidence, Year 2006 Costs)

Abuse Type Work Loss Medical Mental Health Public Programs Quality of Life Total
Sexual Abuse $12,940,675 $3,116,169 $36,311,478 $0 $5,370,249 $568,810,085 $626,548,656

Physical Abuse $50,703,190 $11,786,217 $40,245,476 $282,107 $22,633,654 $863,784,088 $989,434,732
Mental Abuse $327,751 $0 $969,771 $0 $544,343 $7,644,147 $9,486,012

Serious Neglect $1,016,468 $126,398 $38,256,420 $0 $25,603,751 $335,011,069 $400,014,106
Fatal $53,092,958 $840,067 $241,438 $40,227 $49,085 $134,498,544 $188,762,319

Total $118,081,041 $15,868,851 $116,024,583 $322,334 $54,201,082 $1,909,747,933 $2,214,245,825

Definitions: 

Source: 

Property 
Damage

Medical Care includes payments for hospital and physician care, as well as emergency medical transport, rehabilitation, prescriptions, allied health services, 
medical devices, and insurance claims processing. For fatalities, also include coroner and premature burial costs.

Mental Health Care includes payments for services by psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, and pastoral counselors. Also includes insurance claims 
processing.
Future Earnings includes wages, fringe benefits, schoolwork, and housework lost by the injured. This estimate excludes earnings lost by family and friends 
caring for the injured.
Public Programs include police, fire, paramedic, ambulance, and helicopter transport costs.  Social services and victim assistance costs are also included in 
this category. It excludes mental health services costs.

Property Damage and Loss is the value of property damage and of property taken and not recovered.

Quality of Life places a dollar value on pain, suffering and lost quality of life to the victim and their family. The value is computed from jury awards for pain, 
suffering, and lost quality of life due to physical injuries and fear. For murders, this value is computed from the amount people routinely spend (in dollars or 
time) to reduce their risk of death. 

Children's Safety Network-Economics and Data Analysis Resource Center, at the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation, Calverton, MD, 2008.  The 
costs were adapted to Maryland using state-specific price adjusters.  All costs were calculated using incidents reported in the Child Maltreatment 2004, 
National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect Data Set.


